Hastings Women’s Law Journal
Volume 31
Number 2 Summer 2020

Article 2

Summer 2020

Foreword
Katelyn Dembowski

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.uchastings.edu/hwlj

Recommended Citation
Katelyn Dembowski, Foreword, 31 Hastings Women's L.J. 153 (2019).
Available at: https://repository.uchastings.edu/hwlj/vol31/iss2/2

This Foreword is brought to you for free and open access by the Law Journals at UC Hastings Scholarship
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Hastings Women’s Law Journal by an authorized editor of UC
Hastings Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact wangangela@uchastings.edu.

1 - FOREWORD_HWLJ_V31-2_FINAL (DO NOT DELETE)

4/3/2020 8:22 AM

Foreword
For thirty-one years, the Hastings Women’s Law Journal has provided
a forum for alternative legal discourse. In this issue, we consciously looked
to broaden the scope of scholarship represented in our Journal in the hope
of bringing it within the vision expounded by our founders’ mission
statement. The founding members of the Hastings Women’s Law Journal
sought to add a unique and valuable perspective to the legal community,
embracing and celebrating diversity. We encourage our readers, editors,
and colleagues to continue to hold dialogue on how the law impacts such
broad issues like feminism, sex and gender, race, multiculturalism, family
structures, labor, and social justice issues.
We are incredibly proud of this issue and the level of scholarship our
professional and student authors are bringing to the social justice discourse.
Our issue begins with an exploration of how feminist jurisprudence has
consistently victimized and objectified Muslim women. This first Article
challenges the leading scholars of feminist jurisprudence to closely
examine their own scholarship and to discard orientalist constructions of
Muslim women in exchange for first-person narratives. The first Note
explores the barriers many women face when weighing the difficult
decision to breastfeed or formula feed including: infant and maternal
health, workplace difficulties, the role of race, and economic and
environmental factors. The second Article examines how First Amendment
jurisprudence grapples with anger in two free speech contexts: fighting
words under the Chaplinsky doctrine and incitement under the
Brandenburg doctrine. The Article dives into how anger is subtly, yet
importantly, gendered and racialized and looks to vindicate broader First
Amendment protections irrespective of gender, race, and other individual
positionalities. Our final student Note dives into something so common yet
complex in our society—divorce. This Note looks at how contested
divorces have a social and economic impact on women, who are more
likely to be the more economically disadvantaged partners in heterosexual
marriages. The student author looks at the differences between the practice
of pendente lite fee shifting in California, a community property state, and
New York, an equitable distribution state. In addition, we are honored and
thrilled to publish artwork by Michele Willis.
On January 17, 2020, we held a symposium in conjunction with
Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly, “2020 Vision: Dedicating a
Decade to Demystifying Social Constructs and Modernizing the
Constitution” for our thirty-first anniversary. The symposium brought
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together three giants in their fields: Professor Nantiya Ruan, University of
Denver, Strum College of Law; Professor Khiara Bridges, University of
California, Berkeley School of Law; and activist Samuel Fieldman,
National Legal Expert for Wolf-PAC. The Symposium was a true success,
embracing such topics as: microaggressions in law school faculty, the
poverty of privacy rights, and overturning Citizens United. We are
extremely grateful for our Managing Editor, Cyn Haueter, and our
Symposium Editor, Tania Bonilla, for making this Symposium and
celebration a major success.
Finally, and most importantly, we extend our greatest thanks to the
wonderful women and men who are currently members of the 2019-2020
Hastings Women’s Law Journal. To our 3Ls: we are graduating under the
most stressful time in recent history. COVID-19, a world pandemic, has
shifted our final law school semester into a virtual world. Online classes,
take-home finals, social distancing, moving sooner than we expected,
having our graduation cancelled, and potential bar postponement are all
added stressors that we are dealing with right now. We cannot express the
gratitude we have that you continued to give your best work to HWLJ
during this trying time in our lives. To our 2Ls: you are the future of this
Journal. We cannot think of a better—and stronger—group of women to
pass this important scholarship off to. Emily Mayers, welcome to your new
role and title as Hastings Women’s Law Journal Editor in Chief. You are
joining an elite group of women and men who have come before you. We
are excited to see what the future holds for the Journal with you at the helm.
It has been an absolute pleasure serving as you Editors in Chief. We
wish you all nothing but the best in your future endeavors. Thank you for a
wonderful year.
Katelyn Dembowski
Jullian Sekona
Editors in Chief, Volume 31

